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What is PILLAR doing to keep participants, volunteers, 
instructors, and staff safe from COVID-19 on the PILLAR 

premises? 
• All participants, instructors, staff, and volunteers must be 

fully vaccinated and wear a mask when at PILLAR. 
• High-touch surfaces are cleaned and disinfected daily. 
• Air quality is monitored with a CO2 sensor. 
• Desks, tables, and chairs are socially distanced. 
• Each in-person class has very limited enrollment (8-10), and 

limited numbers in the office and lobby will be maintained. 
• Contact tracing is in place.    
• Please notify the director if you have had a recent positive 

COVID-19 test or have been exposed to someone who has. 

As a reminder, when PILLAR is offsite, all participants must follow the host venue’s COVID rules. 

Changes in the Classroom 

This fall, there will be no refreshments 
available and no trash cans.  You are 
welcome to bring  water or coffee (with 
a lid).  However, if you bring in a drink, 
please take it back out.  Don’t ask a staff 
person to throw it away for you.  There 
are trash cans right outside the office in 
the mall, if you need to throw something 
away.   
 

Thank you for keeping our  
volunteers safe. 

NEW Vaccination Policy  
PILLAR believes in the effectiveness and safety of vaccines to prevent serious illness and to save lives.     
PILLAR believes adults should receive all vaccines according to what is recommended by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control. PILLAR is committed to supporting the CDC and the State of Colorado’s efforts to encourage 
vaccination. 
 

Our primary concern is the health and safety of our staff, volunteers, instructors, and participants who are of a 
mature age. Therefore, as of July 15, 2021, PILLAR is requiring proof of COVID vaccination and a 
COVID liability waiver of all staff, volunteers, instructors, and participants who work in the office or who 
intend to participate in in-person classes. For those who are unvaccinated, classes will be available through 
Zoom. 

NEW Pandemic Safety Policy  
PILLAR is a non-profit business and is required to follow OSHA regulations, CDC, and State of Colorado 
health guidelines. If necessary due to changing pandemic conditions, PILLAR will institute other COVID   
precautions, such as masks. 

COVID-19 Waiver 
• I acknowledge the contagious nature of the COVID-19 virus and respect that PILLAR Institute adheres to 

the CDC guidelines. 
• I acknowledge that PILLAR has put in place preventative measures to reduce COVID-19. 
• I acknowledge that no guarantee exists regarding whether I may contract COVID-19.  I understand that the 

risk of becoming exposed to and/or infected by the COVID-19 virus may result from the actions, omis-
sions, or negligence of others, including, but not limited to, participants, volunteers, instructors, or staff. 

• I acknowledge that I may increase my risk of exposure to COVID-19 by participating in not only PILLAR 
programs, but also any activity with others.  

• I acknowledge that I must comply with all PILLAR procedures to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 vi-
rus while on the premises of PILLAR. 

 

I hereby release and agree to hold PILLAR harmless from any causes of action, claims, demands, damages, 
costs, expenses, and compensation for damage to myself that may be caused by any act, or failure to act, or 
that may otherwise arise in any way with any services received.  
 

I understand that this release discharges the mentioned from any liability with respect to bodily injury, illness, 
death, medical treatment, or property damage that may arise from, or in connection to, any activity. This lia-
bility waiver and release extends to all participants, volunteers, instructors, or staff, and acknowledges that 
there are always viruses in the community.  PILLAR accepts no responsibility for any staff, volunteer, instruc-
tor, or participant contracting a virus. 
 

Proof of COVID-19 Vaccination and a signed COVID-19 Waiver is only needed once. 

COVID-19 Safety ~ Please Read! 
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The Pillar Institute Board Policy on Cancellations and Withdrawals  
PILLAR Cancels: PILLAR Institute reserves the right to cancel, combine, or reschedule classes to adjust for 
enrollment, technical difficulties, weather, instructor illness, or other unavoidable circumstances. If it is 
necessary for PILLAR Institute to cancel a class for any reason, all registered participants will be informed as 
soon as possible. If possible, the class will be rescheduled. If the class cannot be rescheduled, then the class 
fee can be transferred to another class within the same term, donated, or refunded.  
Participants: If a participant cannot attend the live or virtual class, they will have an opportunity for a limited 
time to review the taped class.  
Membership: There are no refunds on memberships.  
Day Trips and Special Events: Day trip and special event fees are non-refundable, as fees are paid in advance 
to secure buses, performers, admissions, food, books, etc. However, day trip and special event fees are 
transferable to another person.  
Participants will be charged currently acceptable fees for all returned checks and charge backs of credit 
cards.  
Amendment and Adoption by PILLAR’s Board of Directors  8/17/2020.  

                                          Director’s Letter 
Welcome to PILLAR, the Pikes Peak region's only institute for lifelong learning for the past 22 
years!  Each year over 300 lifelong learning opportunities are created for and by adults with no 
homework, no tests, and no papers. Just learning for the fun of it!   PILLAR offers lifelong 

learning in a variety of subjects including history, science, philosophy, religion, literature, art history, political   
science, and more.  
 

This fall is our first trimester back in our own classroom since we temporarily closed in March of 2020, due to 
the pandemic.  Most of the fall classes will be hybrid, so instructors and participants can choose if they want 
to be on Zoom or in the classroom.  As we slowly move towards reopening our office and classroom, we will 
be instituting new measures to keep all of our participants, staff, volunteers, and instructors safe.  We ask that 
you adhere to these policies for the safety of everyone and to keep PILLAR open.   We will follow the 
COVID safety procedures as put out by our national and local health leaders concerning disinfecting surfaces, 
physical distancing, masks, and no sharing of common items such as coffee pots, etc.  Classes will be limited 
in size and everyone must show proof of vaccination and sign a COVID waiver to attend an in-person class or 
volunteer on the premises.  There will be other changes too, such as the receptionists will now take class 
attendance and keep a contact tracing list.  This way we can keep track of the numbers in our overall space.  
So please check in with them.  Don’t walk past them.  And lastly, if you are sick, even if you think it is just a 
cold, please stay home and get well.  Please read about COVID safety on page 2. 
 

The theme for this term is Gather.  We will gather in-person, on tours, and on Zoom.  Let’s keep each other 
safe as we finally get to enjoy each other’s company. 
 
 

Vickie Heffner 
 PILLAR Executive Director  

PILLAR Institute  
 

Judy Casey, President  
Bertha Koch, Vice President  
Melanie Wehrle, Treasurer  
Debi Bauer, Secretary  

Board of Directors  
 
Angela Ann Cesario  
Trish Grihalva  
Deirdre McCormack  
Katie Rizzo 

PILLAR Mission Statement: To provide 
lifelong learning opportunities for engaged 

adults.  
PILLAR Vision Statement:  PILLAR Institute 

believes in enhancing adult brain health through 
active learning opportunities. 

Disclaimers  
When attending any PILLAR activity, including but not limited to, classes, tours, or trips, participants, in-
structors, and any guests hereby acknowledge and agree that any potential claims and liabilities that may re-
sult from going to or from and then being present at this activity are not the responsibility of PILLAR Institute 
for Lifelong Learning, its Board of Directors, agents, officers, instructors, employees, or volunteers. They also 
acknowledge that photographs or videos may be taken of PILLAR events and used in PILLAR marketing. 

Cover Image 
by Deedster from Pixabay  

https://pixabay.com/users/deedster-2541644/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1658813
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1658813
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Important Registration Information  
• Pre-registration is required for all classes.   Register early for in-person classes. 
• In-person classes will be limited in size (8-10).  Zoom and videotaped classes have no limits. 
• Registration will close the night before the class or sooner if full.  
• Each class will have a waiting list.  If it gets big enough, the instructor will have the option of teaching 

another class.  However, there is no guarantee that the instructor will want to teach the class twice.  
• Please see the PILLAR Board policy on cancellations and withdrawals on the previous page of the 

catalog. The PILLAR Board has instituted a policy that if you miss your registered class, you can watch 
the video of the class.  Just let the director know you would like to watch the video, at  
director@pillarinstitute.org. 

• In-person classes require proof of vaccination and a signed COVID waiver.  Both only need to be 
documented once. 

How to Register for Hyrbid Classes 
 

You can register for classes online yourself, call the office, mail in a registration, or come in when the office is 
open.   
 

Each class will have three designations, depending on how you want to take the class:  In-person, Zoom, or 
Videotaped.  Be sure to double check the designation for which you are registering.   
  
• C - In-person class located at PILLAR (limited to the first 8-10 people, depending on the class). 
• Z - The same class will be hosted on Zoom.  You will be able to see the instructor and the class on your 

computer.  The Zoom link that you need will be sent with your confirmation email.  Download the Zoom 
software ahead of time at www.zoom.us   

• V - Watch the class later as a video on PILLAR’s private YouTube channel.  A link will be sent by email a 
few days after the class to allow for editing.  This link is open for two weeks. 

• Discussion classes (Book Discussion or Philosophical Discussion) are only available in the classroom, not 
on Zoom or Videotape. 

No Login and Password or Can't Remember It? 
 
It's okay. Just click on, “I forgot my login name or password” to get an email link to your online account.  
If you don’t get an email, then you don’t have an account in our new registration software system.   It is a  
different system than before COVID. 

Registering Online 
 

• Go to:  https://www.pillarinstitute.org/learn   
• Click on Class Registration.  This will take you to our dedicated secure registration software system. 
• Enter your Login and Password. If you forgot your login and password, see below.  
• If you are new to PILLAR or new to our new registration system, create an account.  
• Once you are in PILLAR's registration system, find the Dropdown and click on What would you like to 

do?  
• Find Current Classes. This is a listing of all of the current classes. You can click on a class to get more of 

the description. All classes are listed at Non-Member Prices first.  
• Click on the Register button to register.  You can register for multiple classes before you check out.  
• If it is a Zoom class, you will receive a confirmation email with your Zoom link after you register and 

another reminder email the day before your class. Save one of these emails with your Zoom link for 
your class.  

• If you are registering for an in-person or videotaped class, you will receive a confirmation email after you 
register and another reminder email the day before your class.  

 

Looking for the Class Calendar?  Go to https://www.pillarinstitute.org/learn 

http://www.zoom.us
https://www.pillarinstitute.org/learn
https://www.pillarinstitute.org/learn
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PILLAR Office Hours 
The PILLAR office will have limited 
hours for the fall.  Please call between 
these hours. 719-633-4991. 
 

Monday  1pm—4pm 
Tuesday  10am—1pm 
Wednesday  10am—1pm 
Thursday  10am—1pm 
Friday   Closed 

     PILLAR Membership 
             $75 for a Year Membership 
    $25 for a Term Membership  

 
PILLAR membership is not required to take classes, but it does provide a discount per class.  
 
• Membership must be purchased before you register for classes, as it is not retroactive.  
• Sign into your account to see the member pricing.  
• The registration system shows nonmember pricing first.  
• Membership is individual and is attached to only one account.  
 
Purchase a PILLAR membership at https://www.pillarinstitute.org/membership  

Who are PILLAR instructors?  

Many of our volunteer instructors are retired or current college professors from UCCS, Colorado College, 

Pikes Peak Community College, or the Air Force Academy. Others are former high school teachers or come 

from industry. Many others just have a passion for a topic and want to share their knowledge. We welcome all 

new instructors and value those who regularly teach for PILLAR. Check out each class for more detail on our 

instructors. If you would like to teach for PILLAR, please fill out a Class Proposal Form found on the 

TEACH page of our website.  www.pillarinstitute.org/Teach 

Volunteers Needed  

• Instructors to teach on Zoom or in-person.   
• Receptionists to greet people, answer questions, and take attendance.  No computer experience needed.   

Background check required.  Will train.  1/2 day/week. 
• Registrars to enter class registrations, memberships, and donations in the registration software system. 

Computer experience needed, but will train.   Background check required.  1/2 day/week. 
• Classroom hosts to assist the instructor, make the announcements, and monitor the class.  Will train.  

Hosted class is free. 
• Video editor to upload videotaped classes to YouTube.  COVID vaccination a must.  Will train. 
 

PILLAR members earn class credits by volunteering.  Let the director know, if you are interested. 

Print Catalogs 
PILLAR will not print class 

catalogs because of increased 
costs caused by the pandemic.  
If you would like the office to 

print you a catalog, the cost will 
be $5.   If you need a mailed 
copy, the cost will be $10. 

New Class Fees 
In the online system, there is a Member or Non-member Fee and a Class Fee that makes up the total price of 
the class.  The price was broken apart to accommodate the three different versions of the class.  You may ask 
why is the Zoom or videotaped class the same price as an in-person class?  It is because of there are levels of 
complexity in each delivery system.  Each one of the formats has associated costs. 

Using our new registration software system is easy and fun.  Try registering yourself versus calling in your 
registration.  If you need help, we are just a phone call away.  

PILLAR Office and 
Classroom Location 

 

Easy mall entrance on the 
north side of Chapel Hills 
Mall off of Jamboree.  Enter 
the mall between Dillards and 
Aladdin Rug Gallery and walk 
straight ahead to PILLAR. 

https://www.pillarinstitute.org/membership
https://www.pillarinstitute.org/teach
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Fall 2021 Book Discussion List  

  
#3004 Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson 
Moderator: Vicki Franson 
 
Publisher's Weekly Review 
In this powerful and extraordinarily timely social history, Pulitzer Prize winner Wilkerson (The Warmth of 
Other Suns) investigates the origins, evolution, and inner workings of America's "shape-shifting, unspoken" 
caste system. Tracking the inception of the country's race-based "ranking of human value" to the arrival of the 
first slave ship in 1619, Wilkerson draws on the works of anthropologists, geneticists, and social economists 
to uncover the arbitrariness of racial divisions, and finds startling parallels to the caste systems of India and 
Nazi Germany. The Nazis, Wilkerson notes, studied America's restrictive immigration and anti-miscegenation 
laws to develop their own racial purity edicts and were impressed by the "American custom of lynching" and 
"knack for maintaining an air of robust innocence in the wake of mass death." While India abolished formal 
laws that defined its caste systems in the 1940s and America passed civil rights measures in the '60s, their re-
spective hierarchies live on, Wilkerson writes, in "hearts and habits, institutions and infrastructures." Wilker-
son cites studies showing that black Americans have the highest rates of stress-induced chronic diseases of all 
ethnic groups in the U.S., and that a third of African Americans hold antiblack biases against themselves. Inci-
sive autobiographical anecdotes and captivating portraits of black pioneers including baseball pitcher Satchel 
Paige and husband-and-wife anthropologists Allison and Elizabeth Davis reveal the steep price U.S. society 
pays for limiting the potential of black Americans. This enthralling exposé deserves a wide and impassioned 
readership.  
2020 Non-fiction/Sociology/Ethnicity, 476 pages 
PPLD 48 copies; CD, book player, & electronic formats available 
Location: C 
Friday, September 10, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3023 Bag Man by Rachel Maddow and Michael Yarvitz 
Moderator: Vicki Franson 
 
Publisher's Weekly Review  
MSNBC host Maddow (Blowout) and journalist Yarvitz expand on their podcast of the same name in this rol-
licking study of the 1973 resignation of Vice President Spiro Agnew. In their colorful retelling, Agnew's 
crimes were simple and sleazy: as Baltimore County executive and governor of Maryland, he took bribes from 
companies in exchange for awarding them public-works contracts--and kept taking payoffs in the White 
House. Maddow and Yarvitz convincingly argue that President Richard Nixon and future president George 
H.W. Bush (then serving as Republican National Committee chairman) obstructed justice by trying to quash a 
Department of Justice investigation into Agnew's dealings, and spotlight heroism by the young U.S. attorneys 
in Maryland who nailed Agnew, and that of Attorney General Elliot Richardson (already overseeing the Wa-
tergate investigation), who resisted White House pressure before letting Agnew plead guilty to tax evasion in 
order to smooth his resignation. The authors style Agnew a proto-Trumpian practitioner of "bruising, know-
nothing, confrontational conservatism" who argued, as President Trump later would, that indicting him would 
be unconstitutional. Maddow's fans will enjoy this entertaining and well-researched recap of Agnew's come-
uppance and its barely-veiled yearning for prosecutors to haul Trump into court.  
2020 Biography/Spiro Agnew/political corruption  291 pages 
PPLD 11 copies; 8 electronic formats available 
Location: C 
Friday, October 8, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10  
 
  
 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 



Fall 2021 PILLAR Preview Class Catalog 

www.PillarInstitute.org                                                                         7                                                                        info@PillarInstitute.org 

Fall 2021 Book Discussion List 

#3048 Book Discussion:  The Heart of a Woman by Maya Angelou 
Moderator: Susan Avila 
 
Maya Angelou has fascinated, moved, and inspired countless readers with the first three volumes 
of her autobiography, one of the most remarkable personal narratives of our age. Now, in her fourth volume, 
The Heart of a Woman, her turbulent life breaks wide open with joy as the singer-dancer enters the razzle-
dazzle of fabulous New York City. There, at the Harlem Writers Guild, her love for writing blazes anew. 

Her compassion and commitment lead her to respond to the fiery times by becoming the northern coordinator 
of Martin Luther King's history-making quest. A tempestuous, earthy woman, she promises her heart to one 
man only to have it stolen, virtually on her wedding day, by a passionate African freedom fighter.   

Filled with unforgettable vignettes of famous characters, from Billie Holiday to Malcolm X, The Heart of a 
Woman sings with Maya Angelou's eloquent prose -- her fondest dreams, deepest disappointments, and her 
dramatically tender relationship with her rebellious teenage son. Vulnerable, humorous, tough, Maya speaks 
with an intimate awareness of the heart within all of us. 

1981/2009 Memoir/autobiography. 
PPLD only electronic formats available 
Location: C 
Friday, November 12, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3069 The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah 
Moderator: Susan Avila 
 
From the number-one bestselling author of The Nightingale and The Great Alone comes a powerful American 
epic about love and heroism and hope, set during the Great Depression, a time when the country was in crisis 
and at war with itself, when millions were out of work and even the land seemed to have turned against them. 
  
Texas in 1921 is a time of abundance. The Great War is over; the bounty of the land is plentiful; and America 
is on the brink of a new and optimistic era. But for Elsa Wolcott, deemed too old to marry in a time when 
marriage is a woman's only option, the future seems bleak, until the night she meets Rafe Martinelli and de-
cides to change the direction of her life. With her reputation in ruin, there is only one respectable choice: mar-
riage to a man she barely knows.  
  
By 1934, the world has changed; millions are out of work and drought has devastated the Great Plains. Farm-
ers are fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as crops fail,  water dries up, and the earth cracks open. 
Dust storms roll relentlessly across the plains. Everything on the Martinelli farm is dying, including Elsa's ten-
uous marriage. Each day is a desperate battle against nature and a fight to keep her children alive. In this un-
certain and perilous time, Elsa, like so many of her neighbors, must make an agonizing choice: fight for the 
land she loves or leave it behind and go west to California, in search of a better life for her family. The Four 
Winds is a rich, sweeping novel that stunningly brings to life the Great Depression, the people who lived 
through it, the harsh realities that divided us as a nation, and the enduring battle between the haves and the 
have-nots. This book is a testament to hope, resilience, and the strength of the human spirit to survive adversi-
ty, The Four Winds is an indelible portrait of America and the American dream, as seen through the eyes of 
one indomitable woman whose courage and sacrifice will come to define a generation.  
2021 Historical Fiction/Depression Era;  454 pages, PPLD 105 copies; electronic formats availa-
ble. 
Location: C 
Friday, December 10, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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September 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

 
#3001 Colorado’s John Muir: Enos Mills and Rocky Mountain National Park  
Instructor:  Katherine Sturdevant  
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
California’s Yosemite National Park had its John Muir, who became one of the most famous and 
respected environmental advocates and authors. Less known, but also inspirational, as an advocate 
and author was Enos Mills, the “father” of Colorado’s Rocky Mountain National Park.  Arriving 
as a young health seeker, Mills lived and died in the beautiful area that became Estes Park and 
introduced its virtues to visitors. He campaigned for national park status to protect it from commercialization. 
He established many of its features—notably climbing Longs Peak over 300 times, partly as a guide—writing 
numerous books and articles, as well as lecturing, at a popular and young people’s level. He developed 
theories of nature guides and their roles, learned and recorded park features scientifically, while also lobbying 
Congress and Theodore Roosevelt. Enos Mills was a down-to-earth living legend of Colorado history.    
 

Katherine Scott Sturdevant, MA, BA in History from San Francisco State University, PhD Candidate in 
Public History, UC Santa Barbara. She is Pikes Peak Community College’s Senior History Professor and 
started teaching with what became PILLAR when PPCC first offered lifelong learning classes. She has won 
awards in teaching and diversity. Kathy serves as a speaker, writer, editor, and consultant for community 
history organizations such as the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum and Pikes Peak Library District. Her 
first two books teach using historical method in family history. As a social historian, Kathy emphasizes past 
people’s authentic experiences. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, September 7, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3002 Politics of the Olympics: Idealism and Reality 
Instructor: Phil McDonald  
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) appears to be crystal clear in its position on 
the role of political demonstrations at the Olympic games. Rule 50 states, “No kind of 
demonstration or political, religious, or racial propaganda is permitted in any Olympic 
sites, venues or other areas.”   

 

The reality, however, is far removed from this noble idea. Since the inception of the modern era of the 
Olympics in 1896, political expression of one kind or another has been commonplace. This class will explore 
the history of the intrusion of politics and protest into the modern Olympic games. 
 

Phil McDonald, MSE from Drake University. Phil retired after a 30-year career of teaching government, U.S. 
history, and psychology classes. He served as Adjunct Professor of Government and Psychology for Upper 
Iowa University and was nominated for Who’s Who among American Teachers. 
Location: C, Z, V 
Wednesday, September 8, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20  
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September 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

#3003 Philosophical Discussion: What is a meaningful life? 
Moderator: Daryl Kuiper 
Class topic:  What is a meaningful life?  When we were young it was easy; children 
and work.  What about now? 
 

The instructor will email a philosophical treatise in advance of each class to participants, then the class will 
discuss the topic.  It is not about being right or wrong; it is about learning from each other. This is what 
philosophy is all about: giving ourselves time to think about issues of concern and to improve our 
understanding of those issues as we freely choose.  It is the Socratic method. 
 

Daryl Kuiper, MA in Mathematics from the University of Nebraska and a BA in Mathematics from the 
University of Colorado. He has been a teacher, business owner, plumbing inspector supervisor, and a school 
administrator.  
Location: C  
Register early to receive the treatise before the class. 
Thursday, September 9, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3004 Book Discussion:  Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson. 
Moderator: Vicki Franson 
Location: C 
Friday, September 10, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3005 Superintendent Dr. Lloyd “Pappy” Shaw and the Cheyenne Mountain School  
Instructor:  Steven Antonuccio 
Dr. Lloyd Shaw (1890-1958) was a teacher, coach, principal, and superintendent at the Cheyenne 
Mountain School from 1916 to 1951.  He was one of the finest educators who taught in Colorado 
and was an innovator in educational techniques.  A naturalist, he created a nature preserve at the 
school, which backed up to the national forest.  Dr. Shaw sponsored field trips and camping 
excursions across Colorado for his students and encouraged them to ride their horses to school.  
Dr. Shaw believed in hands on education and sports that involved both boys and girls. He was a 
proponent of modern square dance and was an expert square dance caller who is credited with its 
resurgence and popularity.  He filmed many of his innovative educational techniques during the 
1920’s and 1930’s on 16MM film.   
 
Steve Antonuccio and Cheyenne Mountain School historian and alumnus Richard Marold produced two 
documentaries featuring this historic footage for the Pikes Peak Library District, which can currently be seen 
on YouTube.   
 
Steven Antonuccio, MLS in Communications from University of Colorado.  He worked as a media specialist 
at PPCC, a manager of cable channel 17 for the Pikes Peak Library District, and the Library Branch manager 
for Pueblo City-County Library District.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, September 14, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
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September 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

 

September 2021 

#3006 Eisenhower and the Interstate Highway System 
Instructor: Tom Menza, JD 
As a young Army officer, Eisenhower helped conduct military convoys that went from the U.S. 
west coast to the east coast.   As late as 1959, the unpaved, two-lane roads were in terrible 
condition because railroads were then the major cross-country transportation system.  However, 
during the post-war occupation of Germany.  Eisenhower saw that nation’s four-lane autobahns 
that had been built to move the German military.  When Eisenhower became president, he sponsored the 
Federal Highway Act of 1956 and began the interstate-highway system that we know today.   
 

Tom Menza, JD in Law from Denver University, MA from University of Colorado at Boulder. He is a local 
attorney and former course director and assistant professor of World History and Modern Asia at the United 
States Air Force Academy. 
Location: C, Z, V 
Wednesday, September 15, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3007 Reading the Amendments of the Constitution 
Instructor: Daryl Kuiper 
A couple of sessions ago, some of us attempted to read the Constitution in one class session.  
We almost accomplished our goal. I thought there might be interest in reading the 
Amendments to the Constitution together in one class session.  That way, at least, when 
asked, you can affirm, with no guilt, that you have read them.  That should boost your pride as a citizen.  We 
will not be able to discuss any one amendment or issue at length.  This is just an overview.  Maybe it will stir 
your interest in some future class on this topic.  We will share the reading responsibilities and share thoughts 
(sparingly, so we can attempt to get done).  Come join us and bring a copy of the Amendments. It will be fun 
and thought provoking. 
 

Daryl Kuiper, MA in Mathematics from the University of Nebraska and a BA in Mathematics from the 
University of Colorado. He has been a teacher, business owner, plumbing inspector supervisor, and a school 
administrator.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, September 16, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3010 Two Flaws of Western Civilization: Slavery and Anti-Semitism 
Instructor: Tom Menza, JD 
There are two flaws in the progressive evolution of Christian influenced Western Civilization. 
Slavery and anti-semitism are two practices that continue to this day and defy Christ’s 
principal directive to “love all.” Slavery, the forced use of another person’s labor, is part of 
ten thousand years of human history. Tribal Africans and elsewhere captured other tribes’ 
people to do labor. Treating the Hebrew people differently, began with the pharaohs in Egypt around 1000 
BC.  But the evolved civilizations from the Roman period in Europe both protected and at times persecuted 
Jews living in the Roman territories. This evolved into the 20th century shame in Europe which we call the 
Holocaust. Slavery in West Africa was discovered by Portuguese explorers and traders who were introduced 
into the African slave trade by other Africans. They brought the trade to the New World for cheap and 
necessary labor. Today, anti-semitism and racial discrimination continue around the world, including in the 
United States.  We will discuss these two flaws of Western Civilization. 
 

Tom Menza, JD in Law from Denver University, MA from University of Colorado at Boulder. He is a local 
attorney and former course director and assistant professor of World History and Modern Asia at the United 
States Air Force Academy. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, September 21, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
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September 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

 

September 2021 

#3011 The Western Museum of Mining and Industry Tour 
PILLAR Instructor/Tour Guide: Phil McDonald 
Open since 1970, the Western Museum of Mining and Industry (WMMI) is committed to 
preserving and interpreting the rich mining history of Colorado and the American West.  WMMI 
proudly features working machinery, a model mining drift and gold panning stations in the 
12,200 square foot exhibit hall, plus historic buildings and machinery on the beautiful 27-acre campus, 
including a walk-through mine shaft (built with the Colorado School of Mines), an assay office display, 1895 
Corliss Steam Engine Skinner Automatic Engine,  Chilean miners rescue pod, two historic mining 
headframes, a 1920s Osgood steam shovel, and an 1840s-era Cornish walking beam engine. 
 
Phil McDonald, MSE from Drake University. Phil retired after a 30-year career of teaching government, U.S. 
history, and psychology classes. He served as Adjunct Professor of Government and Psychology for Upper 
Iowa University and was nominated for Who’s Who among American Teachers. 
Location:  The Western Museum of Mining and Industry, 225 North Gate Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 
80921.  Meet outside the main entrance.  
Wednesday, September 22, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $25/PILLAR Member $15 (Admission included, limited registration, COVID 
precautions in place.)  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3012 Have You Thought About Your Death? 
Instructor:  Sandra Felt 
Why is it so hard to plan for death or even think about it and talk about it?  How can we make 
it easier? How do we calm our fears? Are there helpful skills to learn?  How can we begin to 
know we are okay – no matter what? 
 
Sandra Felt, MSW in Social Work from Syracuse University. She has been a psychotherapist for more than 
35 years and has over twenty years of experience as a presenter of conference workshops. She is the author of 
Beyond the Good Girl Jail: When You Dare to Live from Your True Self.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, September 23, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3013 Medicare  
Presenter:  Chris Schweiger, Humana 
Learn all about Medicare. 
 
Chris Schweiger, B.B.A. in Study Economics and a Certificate of Entrepreneurship from the University of 
Iowa, Henry B. Tippie College of Business.  He is a licensed Humana sales agent specializing in Medicare. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Friday, September 24, 10am 
FREE 

#3014 A Spectacular Day Trip to South Park City & Breckenridge  
PRICE INCLUDES: A fully-escorted tour aboard a luxury motor coach, gourmet lunch, 
guided history tour, fabulous sightseeing, and all fees. 
 
Location: Meet at the Chapel Hills Mall parking lot, more details to come later. 
Saturday, September 25 
$195 per person (PILLAR will receive a portion of the fee) 
Deadline to register:  8/30/2021 Very limited seating left. 
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September 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

 

September 2021 

#3015 COVID – 19 Updates 
Instructor: Dr. Phoebe Lostroh 
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
COVID -19 keeps changing.  Dr. Lostroh will bring her expertise in microbiology to answer 
your questions. 
 
Phoebe Lostroh, PhD from Harvard University in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics, BA from Grinnell 
College in Biology.  She is currently an Associate Professor at Colorado College. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, September 28, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3016 The National Museum of World War II Aviation     
PILLAR Instructor/Tour Guide: Tom Menza, JD 
The National Museum of World War II Aviation, documents the role that military aviation 
played, in the emergence of our nation as a world power. The museum tells the story of 
the tremendous technological advancements in aviation during the War and the 
contributions and sacrifices of the men who won the air war.  
 
Tom Menza, JD in Law from Denver University, MA from University of Colorado at Boulder. He is a local 
attorney and former course director and assistant professor of World History and Modern Asia at the United 
States Air Force Academy. 
Location: The National Museum of World War II Aviation, 775 Aviation Way, Colorado Springs, CO 
80916. 
Wednesday, September 29, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30 /PILLAR Member $20 (Admission included, limited registration, COVID 
precautions in place.)  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3017 Basics of Backyard Beekeeping! 
Instructor: Sandy Halby 
Backyard beekeeping is on the rise! It’s a fun hobby and lots of people are becoming 
involved in helping these necessary pollinators. Honeybees are great for your gardens, 
flowers and trees and our environment. Even if you don’t want to be a beekeeper, there 
are other ways you can help bees by planting bee friendly plants and reducing use of 
chemicals. Learn about honeybees and what you can do to help them! 
 
Sandy Halby, BS in Mathematics from the University of Alaska. She is a military vet and is retired from the 
federal government as a civil servant. Currently, she is president of a local MENSA group and active in the 
Pikes Peak Beekeepers Association.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, September 30, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
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September 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

 

October 2021 

#3018 Special Event:  The Clarinet of Sergei Vassiliev 
Performer:  Sergei Vassiliev 
Come listen to the beautiful music of Sergei Vassiliev who has been the principal 
clarinetist with the Colorado Springs Philharmonic Orchestra since 2009.   He will play 
the clarinet, answer questions, and talk about music entrepreneurship.  Don’t miss this 
class from a member of the Colorado Springs Philharmonic! 
 
Sergei Vassiliev, M.M. (Master of Music) Rice University, with degrees from University of Michigan and 
University of Southern California, has appeared throughout North America and Europe as a soloist, chamber 
musician, and clinician. Vassiliev performed chamber music at Festival Mozaic, Green Box Arts Festival, and 
Colorado College Music Festival. Sergei held principal clarinet positions with Des Moines Metro Opera 
Orchestra, Boise Philharmonic, and appeared with Houston and Colorado Symphonies as well as many other 
symphony orchestras. In 2019, he was honored by being featured in the new “Signature Series” with the 
CSPO where he played the role of artistic director as well as soloist. Sergei maintains a sought-after teaching 
studio in Colorado Springs and serves on the faculty of the University of Colorado - Colorado Springs. 
Vassiliev's principal teachers were Yehuda Gilad, Richard Hawkins, Fred Ormand, and Michael Webster. 
Sergei is a D’Addario Artist and recently founded Educational Partnerships Immersive Concerts (E.P.I.C.), an 
original performing arts series that received a Peak Arts Prize in 2020.  Clarinetist Sergei Vassiliev was a 
prizewinner at The International Young Artist Competition in Kharkov, Ukraine, at the age of twelve. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Friday, October 1, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

#3020 Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Instructor: Chris Wurster 
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
Mindfulness is the practice of paying attention to our moment-to-moment experiences.  
Through meditation, we can learn to concentrate and calm the mind and to cultivate the 
skills of mindfulness.  We start to become familiar with our own habitual mind patterns.  
By seeing more clearly, we can learn to respond to life’s challenges more wisely and 
become less reactive.  By meeting all of our experiences in a kind, non-judgmental way and learning not to 
over-identify with our thoughts and emotions, we may start to notice a new sense of ease and calm in the body 
and mind.  This practice allows us to see through our mind’s conditioning, which in turn, allows us to live 
more often in the present moment. 
 
Christopher Wurster, BS in Retailing from Syracuse University. He is a certified meditation teacher and has 
earned the Mindfulness Meditation Teacher Certificate taught by Jack Kornfield and Tara Brach in partnership 
with the Greater Good Science Center at the University of California Berkeley.  He has been leading 
mindfulness classes and meditations since May 2020. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, October 5, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
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#3021 If We Must Die: Reflections on Ernest Gaines’s A Lesson Before Dying  
Instructor: Durthy Washington  
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
Set in rural Louisiana in the 1940’s, A Lesson Before Dying tells the story of Jefferson, a young 
black death row inmate falsely convicted of killing a white storekeeper during an attempted 
robbery. Isolated and dehumanized, Jefferson sits in his prison cell, rejecting all human contact. 
But with the help of his former teacher, Grant Wiggins, he learns “to stand,” achieving 
redemption, transformation, and a renewed sense of human dignity. 
  
Although the novel explores themes such as poverty, racism, and a corrupt criminal justice system, Gaines 
chooses to focus on the healing power of love and compassion. Consequently, he offers us a new vision of 
Martin Luther King’s “beloved community” deeply rooted in the conviction that Black Lives Matter. 
  
Discussion will focus on Gaines’s work as a black Southern writer, as well as the novel’s connections to other 
works that explore themes of survival, redemption, and transformation, such as Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Notes 
from the Underground, Franz Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis”, and Elie Wiesel’s Night. 
Note: To obtain maximum benefit from this course, participants are encouraged to read the novel prior 
to class. 
  
Durthy A. Washington has taught literature and composition at several colleges and universities including 
UCCS, Colorado College, and the United States Air Force Academy. Her classes focus on helping students 
“unlock” literature through mindful, culturally responsive reading. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, October 6, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3022 Understanding Domestic Violence: The Experts Speak 
Moderator: Dr. Fran Pilch  
Top experts who deal with the tragedy of domestic violence in our community every day discuss 
their new book, Domestic Violence: Tragedy and Hope.  Howard Black represents law 
enforcement; Janet Kerr, psychotherapist, talks about common characteristics of DV situations; 
and Erika Vida explains the role of the Victim Advocate. Find out about the extent of domestic 
violence in Colorado Springs and the red flags you and your children and friends should be aware 
of.  Join us for an eye-opening discussion of this other pandemic! 
  
Frances T. Pilch, PhD in International Relations from Yale University. She originated a course on “War 
Crimes, Genocide, and Human Rights” while at the USAFA. She has been a Fulbright scholar in South Africa 
and Mongolia and has published widely on genocide. Fran holds the status of Professor Emeritus at the 
USAFA. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, October 7, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3023 Book Discussion: Bag Man by Rachel Maddow and Michael Yarvitz. 
Moderator: Vicki Franson 
Location: C 
Friday, October 8, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

October 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3025 China and the 21st Century Space Race  
Instructors: Dr. Paul Bolt and Jamil Brown 
On January 3, 2019, China achieved the first landing of a rover on the far side of the moon. 
This was followed by China’s announcing a moon base partnership with Russia on March 9, 
2021, and a Mars rover landing on May 14, 2021. This is undoubtedly a quick pace for a country’s national 
space program. What are China’s long-term intentions? How has China arrived at this point with such speed? 
What are the implications for space exploration and space policy? 
 
The goal of this lecture is to provide an overview of China’s current space program and to identify potential 
implications for future space exploration in the context of a burgeoning US Space Force that is working to 
define its role in the dynamic 21st Century space race. 
 
Paul Bolt, PhD in Political Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is a professor of 
Political Science at the United States Air Force Academy, where he has taught since 1997. Dr. Bolt has written 
extensively on Chinese politics, defense policies, and foreign relations. 
 
Jamil Brown, MBA in Strategic Leadership from New England College and MS in International Relations 
from Troy University. He is a Fellow at the United States Air Force Academy Institute for Future Conflict. He 
focuses on Space & Technology Policy and Organizational Development. He is also a graduate of the United 
States Air Force Weapons School and spent time as a satellite operator, space operations planner, and 
instructor. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, October 12, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3026 The Mighty Eighth 
Instructor: Jim Furfari 
From its entry into WWII until the Normandy invasion two and a half years later, the United 
States offensive operations against Hitler’s western European fortress were conducted almost 
exclusively by the Army Air Force’s 8th Air Force. Those operations came with a price: half of 
all United States air losses during the war were suffered by the 8th. This presentation will 
address the origins, wartime missions, tactical development, and the legacy left by the mighty 8th’s aircrews 
who paid that price. We will also share a few human-interest stories of WWII soldiers of the Greatest 
Generation.  
 
NOTE: Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg are currently producing a miniseries about the 8th Air Force: 
Masters of the Air, to complement their previous WWII dramas, Band of Brothers and The Pacific. Join us at 
PILLAR to learn the contextual background of this legendary organization as a prelude to Masters of the Air. 
 
Jim Furfari, BS in Electrical Engineering from the United States Air Force Academy. His work experience 
includes being an Air Force pilot, an MCI project manager, and working for Colorado Springs Utilities. He has 
been a tour guide at Glen Eyrie Castle since 1994. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, October 13, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

October 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3027 Joe Biden’s Agenda: Second Coming of the New Deal? 
Instructor: Phil McDonald 
A Republican incumbent President is repudiated by the electorate because of his perceived failure 
to adequately confront a national catastrophe. His Democratic opponent offers an ambitious 
program to put people back to work and put the nation on a path to national renewal.  
 
Is this 1933? No! It’s 2021, and the Democratic President is Joe Biden. Does Biden’s election 
represent the second coming of the New Deal? (Spoiler alert: no way!) This class will compare and contrast 
the presidencies of two Democratic reformers, FDR and Joseph R. Biden. 
 
Phil McDonald, MSE from Drake University. Phil retired after a 30-year career of teaching government, U.S. 
history, and psychology classes. He served as Adjunct Professor of Government and Psychology for Upper 
Iowa University and was nominated for Who’s Who among American Teachers. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, October 14, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

#3031 Puzzle of Caregiving 
Instructor: Kent Mathews 
Being a family caregiver is challenging, confusing and life changing.  Some have said 
caregiving is like putting together a puzzle without the picture on the box to guide you.  But 
there is an overall picture with 5 distinct motifs.  Each motif has its own set of pieces that 
must be worked in order to assemble the puzzle.  Knowing how the pieces fit together will help participants 
better understand the complexities and challenges family caregivers face every day. 
 

Kent Mathews, MSW from Arizona State University and his BSED from Concordia Teachers College. He is 
an experienced educator and program manager for the Family Caregiver Support Center at the Pikes Peak Area 
Council of Governments’ Agency on Aging. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, October 20, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
 
 

October 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

#3030 Special Event: Vietnamese Water Puppets 
Moderator:  Aaron Casey 
(Presenters will be teaching via Zoom from Vietnam  and Washington, D.C.) 
This class explores the ancient Vietnamese art of water puppetry, practiced primarily in 
the north of the country. For centuries, master puppeteers have used this unique, high-art 
form to tell stories; establish community norms, ethics and expectations; and entertain children and adults 
alike. Puppeteers, highly respected for their skill, masterfully manipulate their elaborate, resplendent 
puppets. Chest deep in a river, stream, or shallow lake, hands submerged, the puppeteers ply their trade – 
and dazzle as they do so. Initially we will explore the history and artistry of these sublime performances; and 
then, quickly, we will pivot to hear from artists on the ground in Vietnam.  
 

Aaron Casey, MPA from the University of Texas at Austin.  He has explored the history, culture, and art of 
a variety of peoples and places worldwide.  He has lived in France, Zimbabwe, and the United Kingdom, 
and has deep experience as well in Ghana, Brazil, and South Africa. In recent years he has collaborated with 
indigenous communities globally, including here in the USA with Washington state’s Suquamish tribe. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, October 19, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $35/PILLAR Member $25 
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#3032 Opera in the Movies  
Instructor:  Marti Booth with Curt Daniel  
Remember when movies had no sound with only captions and the local pianist? Of course you 
don’t! Lucky for us the movie industry in our lives has been employing some of the finest 
composers in the country to write the soundtracks for the movies we love. Pay attention! Often the composer will 
incorporate the music of a well-known opera to enhance the emotion of a scene we’re watching. In Apocalypse 
Now the troops fly onto the Viet Cong accompanied appropriately by The Ride of the Walkyre.  Sometimes the 
opera is part of the plot – as in Pretty Woman, but more often it is in the background, pumping up our emotions. 
Where would the finale of Pretty Woman be without La Traviata? Join us to learn how composers and directors 
work opera themes into movie scores. You don’t need to know a thing about opera or even like it. Just come. 
Bring your own experiences and open your hearts and your ears. 
 

Marti Booth, MA in Music History and Theory from Radcliff and Harvard.  She was the 2008 recipient of the 
Pikes Peak Arts Council Lifetime Achievement Award.  She taught vocal music at Harrison High School, 
Colorado College, and UCCS. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, October 21, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3033 Medicare  
Presenter: Chris Schweiger, Humana 
Learn all about Medicare. 
Chris Schweiger, B.B.A. in Study Economics and a Certificate of Entrepreneurship from the 
University of Iowa, Henry B. Tippie College of Business.  He is a licensed Humana sales agent specializing in 
Medicare. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Friday, October 22, 10am 
FREE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3035 Two Women “in the Same Kitchen”: Virginia McClurg and Vida Ellison as Cliff Dwellings Saviors 
Instructor:  Katherine Sturdevant  
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
Southwest Colorado is part of the Four Corners Region that was home to the indigenous people we used to call 
the Anasazi. We now call them Ancestral Puebloans, acknowledging their architectural and genetic relationships 
across time. In the 1880s, various white-folk-initiated efforts to save the pueblo structures and artifacts before 
more damage and theft could occur. Ultimately, two quite different white women approached saving and sharing 
the treasures in quite different ways. Each marshalled her forces, assets, and skills. Virginia McClurg became the 
“mother” of Mesa Verde National Park, while Vida Ellison became the “mother” of the Manitou Cliff Dwellings. 
Their contrasting practices are especially instructive today when we study indigenous rights, women’s history, & 
the ethical question of where does cultural appreciation end and appropriation begin.    
  
Katherine Scott Sturdevant, MA, BA (History) from San Francisco State University, PhD Candidate (Public 
History) UC Santa Barbara. She is Pikes Peak Community College’s Senior History Professor and started 
teaching with what became PILLAR when PPCC first offered lifelong learning classes. She has won awards in 
teaching and diversity. Kathy serves as a speaker, writer, editor, and consultant for community history 
organizations such as the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum and Pikes Peak Library District. Her first two books 
teach using historical method in family history. As a social historian, Kathy emphasizes past 
people’s authentic experiences. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, October 26, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

October 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

#3064 The Lion King Musical and Christkindl Market Day Trip deadline to register is October 26. 
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#3036 Dying to Live - Some Realities of Family Caregiving    
Instructor: Kent Mathews 
Our values and beliefs guide and direct our actions. They determine our why for doing. 
They can help us move forward or even hold us back.  Dying to Live will identify some of 
our basic values and beliefs.  We will discuss their influence on our why for caregiving and 
their impact on our ability to provide care.  We will explore how our values and beliefs create the realities we 
experience as a caregiver for a family member.   
 

Kent Mathews, MSW from Arizona State University and his BSED from Concordia Teachers College. He is 
an experienced educator and program manager for the Family Caregiver Support Center at the Pikes Peak Area 
Council of Governments’ Agency on Aging. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, October 27, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3037 Songs of Our Youth: Pop Music of the 50s and 60s 
Instructor:  Tom Menza, JD 
Popular music is generational. For my generation, the youth of the 50s and 60s, rock and roll 
was new. They had clear words about love and romance without mention of sex and violence. 
When on the stage the performers dressed well and the stage was uncluttered, with usually only 
one spotlight that lit the area. I have specific favorites: Tommy Roe’s Sweet Pea is fixed in my 
head since I call my wife sweet pea, my nickname for her. And what about The Tide is High, 
Blue Moon, Dream, Dream, Dream, Bye, Bye, Miss American Pie, and more. These were all the 
songs of my youth and maybe yours. This presentation will include history, biography, a background of these 
songs, writers, and singers played for all to hear via the modern miracle of YouTube.  
 

Dancing is permitted. You can wear a coat and tie. No booze. Your parents need not be there. 
 

Tom Menza, JD in Law from Denver University, MA from University of Colorado at Boulder. He is a local 
attorney and former course director and assistant professor of World History and Modern Asia at the United 
States Air Force Academy.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, October 28, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3038 Rocky Mtn Women’s Film in the Community - Film TBD 

Location: C, Z 
Friday, October 29, 10am 
FREE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3040 Elections in America: Problems and Prospects 
Instructor: Dr. Michael LeMay 
United States elections are complex and fraught with issues like gerrymandering, 
tribalism, campaign finances, as well as Supreme Court decisions.  In this class we’ll 
explore some of these major issues, as well as the impacts of religion, regionalism and 
other problem areas of our election processes in the U.S. 
 

Michael LeMay, Professor Emeritus – California State University at San Bernardino, PhD in Political 
Science and History from the University of Minnesota, a BS and MA in Political Science and History from the 
University of Wisconsin. He is a retired professor who taught for 35 years at the University of Wisconsin, 
Frostberg State, and California State University at San Bernardino.  He has written 32 books.  
Location: C, Z, V 
Tuesday, November 2, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

October/November 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3041 Philosophical Discussion: Looking Back and Looking Forward. 
Moderator: Daryl Kuiper 
Class topic:  Looking Back and Looking Forward.  Considering the past evolution of 
humans and society, what are the pitfalls and hopes for the future? 
 
The instructor will email a philosophical treatise in advance of each class to participants, then the class will 
discuss the topic.  It is not about being right or wrong; it is about learning from each other. This is what 
philosophy is all about: giving ourselves time to think about issues of concern and to improve our 
understanding of those issues as we freely choose.  It is the Socratic method. 
 
Daryl Kuiper, MA in Mathematics from the University of Nebraska and a BA in Mathematics from the 
University of Colorado. He has been a teacher, business owner, plumbing inspector supervisor, and a school 
administrator.  
Location: C 
Register early to receive the treatise before the class. 
Wednesday, November 3, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3042 Amazing Raptors of Colorado 
Instructor: April Estep 
Discover the many different raptors found in Colorado and their unique adaptations that make 
them such amazing predators. We will also cover identification tips and techniques.  
 
April Estep, MS in Natural Resources Ecology.   She is a Conservation Biologist with 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and covers much of southeastern Colorado.  While her work 
covers many non-game species, she spends much of her time with bats, black-footed ferrets, 
and raptors.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, November 4, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3045 Powerful Women Ahead of Their Time  
Instructor: Marcy Dolan  
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom from Washington, D.C. into the classroom.) 
Heroines are compelling, whether they are haloed or beheaded. These women intrigue us.  They 
are iconic but not always angelic. Trailblazers all, risk-takers most, they challenge us as never 
before. In this course, we will explore the “heroine archetype” in America and abroad, through 
such examples as Harriet Tubman, Underground Railroad conductor; “Mother” Mary Jones, 
pioneering labor leader; Martha Graham, founder of modern dance; Immaculée Ilibagiza, 
Rwandan rebel; Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani activist; Corrie ten Boom, holocaust resister; and 
many more. Come for insight and inspiration. 
 
Marcy Heidish, MA in Dramatic Literature from American University, Washington, D.C. BA from Vassar 
College.   She has published 18 books and received an NEA Grant for writing. She has taught at Georgetown 
and Fordham Universities, as well as George Washington and Howard Universities, and was a regular 
volunteer at homeless shelters and a hotline.  Marcy is pleased to return to Pillar.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, November 9, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

November 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3046 Beginning Statistics 
Instructor: Daryl Kuiper 
This is a basic class designed as a primer for a more in-depth analysis of statistical concepts. We will start with 
an arithmetic review and then move on to some fun stuff that you might not have seen before.  I said fun, not 
hard. Beware! You could even find it useful. Liberate yourself from all those negative preconceived ideas and 
find out how fun mathematics can be.  You might even laugh once or twice. 
 

Daryl Kuiper, MA in Mathematics from the University of Nebraska and 
a BA in Mathematics from the University of Colorado. He has been a 
teacher, business owner, plumbing inspector supervisor, and a school 
administrator.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, November 10, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3047 A Tribute to Veterans Day:  My Favorite Husband (note the time) 
Presenters:  PILLAR Readers Theatre 
The PILLAR Readers Theatre is excited to return to live performing with a new 
presentation of the old-time radio show, My Favorite Husband, featuring Liz and George 
Cooper, two people who lived together and liked it!  My Favorite Husband was a long 
running radio comedy show predating the TV show I Love Lucy which starred Lucille Ball 
and her real-life husband, Desi Arnez.  Please join us as we unravel the mystery of the 
arrival of a letter from the government and Liz’s sudden obsession with knitting. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, November 11, 11am (note the time) 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The PILLAR Readers Theatre is looking for actors,  directors, and behind the scenes people to do sound 

effects, music, and props.  If you are interested, contact Joan Valentine for more information 
at vedette.joan@gmail.com. 

 
The Pillar Reader’s Theatre players recreate the Golden Age of Radio. The group consists of readers from 

all walks of life: from engineers, to teachers and everything else in between. Each Readers Theatre program 
will both educate and entertain you.  The hope is to temporarily transport you to a world far away, back to a 

simpler time where life revolved around family and drawing up cushions on the living room floor after 
dinner close to the radio to listen to the “Lone Ranger”, “Amos and Andy”, or “The Shadow”. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3048 Book Discussion:  The Heart of a Woman by Maya Angelou 
Moderator: Susan Avila 
Location: C 
Friday, November 12, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

November 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Festival 
Rocky Mountain Women’s Film kicks off a three-day celebration of cinema with an opening night film in our 
new location, the Colorado Springs Pikes Peak Center, followed by two full days of film screenings. Over the 
course of the weekend, approximately 35 films will be presented at three venues including the Great Hall, 
Studio Bee, and in the adjacent building, Centennial Hall. Guest filmmakers from across the country will be 
attending and Q&As will be offered at many of the screenings. 
 

November 12-14 - In-person event 
November 18-21 - Virtual encore 
Register at https://rmwfilm.org/festival/ 
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#3050 Special Event: Ndebele House Painting 
(Presenters will be teaching via Zoom from Africa and Washington, D.C.) 
Moderator:  Aaron Casey 
This class explores vivid, bright Ndebele house art. In the 18th and 19th centuries, southern Africa’s Ndebele 
people lost a succession of wars to European settlers. Loss in battle brought on a hard, harsh life; and art 
served to express that suffering. Symbols on homes and property perimeter walls began to be used for 
communication among Ndebele sub-groups. Painted geometric symbols stood for continuity and cultural 
resistance to circumstance. Then as now, Ndebele women are the traditional carriers of this surpassingly 
beautiful art. The traditions and styles of this unique house painting is passed down from generation to 
generation by mothers to this day. Women are responsible for the painting of the outside gates, front walls, 
side walls, and interiors of Ndebele homes.  
 
Aaron Casey, MPA from the University of Texas at Austin.  He has 
explored the history, culture, and art of a variety of peoples and places 
worldwide.  He has lived in France, Zimbabwe, and the United Kingdom, 
and has deep experience as well in Ghana, Brazil, and South Africa. In 
recent years he has collaborated with indigenous communities globally, 
including here in the USA with Washington state’s Suquamish tribe. 
Location: C, Z, V 
Tuesday, November 16, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $35/PILLAR Member $25 

November 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

#3051 A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki  
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
Instructor: Durthy Washington 
It’s a fascinating story about a woman in the U.S. who finds the diary of a young girl from Tokyo 
washed ashore and tries to connect with her across time and space to keep her from committing 
suicide. It’s a fictional exploration of time and impermanence, as discussed in ancient Buddhist 
texts, but it’s also a great meditation on the connections between readers and writers. 
In Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao has decided there's only one escape from her aching loneliness 
and her classmates' bullying. But before she ends it all, Nao first plans to document the life of her great 
grandmother, a Buddhist nun who's lived more than a century. A diary is Nao's only solace--and will touch 
lives in ways she can scarcely imagine. 
 
Across the Pacific, we meet Ruth, a novelist living on a remote island who discovers a collection of artifacts 
washed ashore in a Hello Kitty lunchbox, possibly debris from the devastating 2011 tsunami. As the mystery 
of its contents unfolds, Ruth is pulled into the past, into Nao's drama and her unknown fate, and forward into 
her own future. 
 
Author Notes from the Bowker Author Biography: 
Ruth Ozeki received degrees in English Literature and Asian Studies from Smith College. She is a novelist, 
filmmaker, and Zen Buddhist priest. Her first novel, My Year of Meats, was published in 1998. Her other 
novels include All Over Creation and A Tale for the Time-Being, which was shortlisted for the Man Booker 
Prize. Her documentary and dramatic independent films, including Body of Correspondence and Halving the 
Bones, have been shown on PBS and at the Sundance Film Festival.   
 

Durthy A. Washington has taught literature and composition at several colleges and universities including 
UCCS, Colorado College, and the United States Air Force Academy. Her classes focus on helping students 
“unlock” literature through mindful, culturally responsive reading. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, November 17, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
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#3052 Ghost Towns of Colorado 
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
Instructor: Judy Casey 
The mining boom of the late 1800’s put Colorado on the map as one of the most lucrative places to be.  
Promises of riches brought many to quickly assembled towns near future gold and silver mines.  This lucrative 
industry bolstered and built the West.  Colorado has over 1,500 ghost towns, with over 600 with visible 
remains.  Let’s take a look at a few of the ghost towns in Colorado.  
 
Judy Casey, MA in Education from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  
She is a retired literacy specialist, elementary school principal, university supervisor 
at University of Northern Colorado, and a community volunteer. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, November 18, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
#3053 Medicare  
Presenter: Chris Schweiger, Humana 
Learn all about Medicare. 
 
Chris Schweiger, B.B.A. in Study Economics and a Certificate of Entrepreneurship from the University of 
Iowa, Henry B. Tippie College of Business.  He is a licensed Humana sales agent specializing in Medicare. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Friday, November 19, 10am 
FREE 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3055 Philosophical Discussion: Equity, Equality, Diversity   
Moderator: Daryl Kuiper 
Class topic:  Equity, Equality, Diversity.  Can we make a consistent philosophy out of these terms?   
 
The instructor will email a philosophical treatise in advance of each class to participants, then the class will 
discuss the topic.  It is not about being right or wrong; it is about learning from each other. This is what 
philosophy is all about: giving ourselves time to think about issues of concern and to improve our 
understanding of those issues as we freely choose.  It is the Socratic method. 
 
Daryl Kuiper, MA in Mathematics from the University of Nebraska and a BA in Mathematics from the 
University of Colorado. He has been a teacher, business owner, plumbing inspector supervisor, and a school 
administrator.  
Location: C 
Register early to receive the treatise before the class. 
Tuesday, November 23, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

November 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3060 Contemporary Russian Foreign Policy (note day and time) 
Instructor: Dr. Dave Sacko  
Let’s explore contemporary Russian political, economic, and social issues focusing on 
events since the collapse of the Soviet Union but with a particular eye to the last five 
years.  Ultimately, we would want to know who wields power and authority (formal and 
informal) within the Russian Federation, and why political actors might behave as they 
do. This understanding will contribute to one’s comprehension of the contemporary Russian notion of national 
security. Given an enlightened grasp of Russian domestic politics and a comprehension of Russian national 
security, the participant will be able to better speak on United States - Russian affairs today. 
 
After this class, you will understand the critical aspects of Russian domestic governance, comprehend the 
Russian conception of national security, and better understand United States - Russian security policy. 
 
David H. Sacko, PhD in International Relations, Americans Politics, and Methodology from the Pennsylvania 
State University. He is a Lieutenant in the US Navy Reserve and a Professor of Political Science and 
Department Research Director at the United States Air Force Academy.  He has published numerous articles 
and a book on subjects including world politics, technology, and conflict management. He is a Fulbright 
Scholar and has received numerous award for his work. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Monday, November 29, 1pm (note day and time) 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3061 The Brooklyn Bridge  
Instructor: Rev. Norm Renaud 
The designing genius of the Brooklyn Bridge died before one stone was laid.  His 
dedicated, oppressed son continued the mission while suffering throughout.  His wife 
served as learned partner and champion to complete the bridge.   The Brooklyn Bridge, 
proclaimed the “eighth wonder of the world” in 1883, comes alive amidst all the 
construction challenges, deadly risks, scandals, and political upheaval.  Please join me for this thrilling story 
with slide show and live performance. 
 

Norm Renaud, MS in Elementary Education from UCCS. He was a 5th grade teacher, a Gifted and Talented 
teacher, a Principal in District 20, and is now a docent at the Fine Arts Center at Colorado College. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, November 30, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3062 - 1776 or 1619: American History Caught in the Crosshairs of the Culture Wars 
Instructor: Phil McDonald 
American history is in the crosshairs of the culture wars. The conventional view of American history 
(accomplishments of old, dead, white men) is under attack by progressive forces who believe that our history 
of cultural racism has been insufficiently emphasized. This class will explore the purposes of teaching 
American history and will compare and contrast the conventional 1776 perspective with the provocative 
revisionist 1619 view. It’s certain to provoke thought and animated discussion! 
 
Phil McDonald,  MSE from Drake University. Phil retired after a 30-year career of teaching government, U.S. 
history, and psychology classes. He served as Adjunct Professor of Government and Psychology for Upper 
Iowa University and was nominated for Who’s Who among 
American Teachers. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, December 1, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

November 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3063 Feasting on Fiction  
Instructor:  Marcy Heidish  
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom from Washington D.C. into the classroom) 
Here we serve up an in-depth and delectable taste of food’s presence in literature. That 
connection marks so many works of fiction that you may be surprised. When Oliver Twist 
cries, “Please, sir, I want some more,” the plot of a world-class novel is set in motion. As best
-selling authors Nora Ephron and Richard C. Marais develop characters, food is the medium. 
To express a theme, “Babette’s Feast” presents us with a magnificent dinner.  Try Melville’s 
clam chowder, Proust’s madeleines, Plath’s avocados.  Food is memory, we are told.  Food is 
motivation. Food is metaphor and meaning. In this class, we will discover how and 
why.  Prepare to leave hungry! 
 
Marcy Heidish, MA in Dramatic Literature from American University, Washington, D.C. BA from Vassar 

College.   She has published 18 books and received an NEA Grant for writing. She has taught at Georgetown 

and Fordham Universities, as well as George Washington and Howard Universities, and was a regular 

volunteer at homeless shelters and a hotline.  Marcy is pleased to return to Pillar.  

Location: C, Z, V  
Thursday, December 2, 10am 

December 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 

#3064 The Lion King Musical and Christkindl Market Day Trip 
Join us as we head to Denver for a fabulous day! Enjoy lunch at Maggiano’s Little Italy, excellent seats for 
the Lion King, and shopping at Christkindl Market for any last-minute Christmas gifts! Experience the 
stunning artistry, unforgettable music, and the exhilarating choreography. Now is the time to join the circle of 
life at Broadway’s award-winning Best Musical.  
 
PRICE INCLUDES: Fully escorted tour aboard a luxury motor coach; ticket to the Lion King; wonderful 
lunch including salad, appetizers, entree, beverage, and dessert; and time to shop at the Christkindl Market. 
Location: Meet at the Chapel Hills Mall parking lot, more details to come later. 
$195 per person 
Thursday, December 2 
Deadline to register: October 26 

#3065 Medicare  
Presenter: Chris Schweiger, Humana 
Learn all about Medicare. 
 
Chris Schweiger, B.B.A. in Study Economics and a Certificate of Entrepreneurship from the University of 
Iowa, Henry B. Tippie College of Business.  He is a licensed Humana sales agent specializing in Medicare. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Friday, December 3, 10am 
FREE 
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#3066 Elements of the Strategic Competition Between the United States and China in Southeast Asia 
Instructor: Dr. Bill Berry 
In the 2018, the National Defense Strategy identified the competition with China as one of the principal 
priorities of the Department of Defense. This class will address how this strategic competition is playing out in 
the critical region of Southeast Asia. This region includes Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Singapore, and Myanmar with a combined population of more than 636 
million people. The collective economies of the region are the 6th largest globally. In addition, some of the 
most crucial waterways pass through SEA including the Strait of Malacca connecting the Indian Ocean to the 
South China Sea. The United States has been the dominant external power in this region since the end of 
World War II, but many experts predict that China is now in the process of overtaking the U.S. This class will 
evaluate this speculation with specific focus on political, economic, military, and cultural tools of statecraft. 
The three regional countries that will receive most attention are Vietnam, the Philippines, and Malaysia, all of 
which Colonel Berry served in during his military career. 
 

William Berry, PhD in International Relations with a focus on East Asian Politics from Cornell University. 
He was a career Air Force Officer, retiring with the rank of Colonel. He served in several 
East Asian assignments, taught at the United States Air Force Academy, the National War 
College, and the Asian Pacific Center for Security Studies.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, December 7, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3067 Life on the “Rez”: A Brief Examination of Native American Reservations 
Instructor:  Barbara Headle 
According to the 2010 census, of the 5.2 million indigenous Americans residing in the United States, over one 
million live on 326 federally recognized reservations, most of which are located in the western United States. 
While most people know that the Native American reservation system we recognize today was established 
over the course of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, few are aware that the first reservation was created in 
1758 in New Jersey, thirty years before the United States Constitution was ratified. Additionally, few people 
are aware that not all reservations are structured and managed the same way or that the experiences of 
reservation residents are the same. This class surveys the history of the reservation system and attempts to 
clarify what is meant by the terms “autonomous administrative divisions” and “domestic dependent nations.” 
We then focus on four reservations to illustrate the range of challenges residents contend with. 
 

Barbara Headle, MA in American History at California State University-Northridge.  She is a Senior 
Instructor in History and a lecturer in the Humanities and Geography and Environmental Sciences departments 
at UCCS.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, December 8, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

December 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3068 The Transformative Presidents 
Instructor:  Dr. Michael LeMay 
What is a Transformative President? In this class we’ll define this term and take a look at 
seven presidents who exemplify this term: Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, Abraham 
Lincoln, William McKinley, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama. 
We’ll explore their times in office and what makes each of their terms as president 
“transformative.” 
 
Michael LeMay, Professor Emeritus – California State University at San Bernardino, PhD in Political 
Science and History from the University of Minnesota, a BS and MA in Political Science and History from the 
University of Wisconsin. He is a retired professor who taught for 35 years at the University of Wisconsin, 
Frostberg State, and California State University at San Bernardino.  He has written 32 books.  
Location: C, Z, V 
Thursday, December 9, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3069 Book Discussion: The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah. 
Moderator: Susan Avila 
Location: C 
Friday, December 10, 10am  
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3070 General Albert Clark and the True Story of the Great Escape 
Instructor: Steven Antonuccio 
General Albert P. Clark (1913 – 2010), who was the sixth superintendent of the United States 
Air Force Academy in the early 1970’s, was shot down over France early in World War II. 
He was a POW at Stalag Luft III, the famous prison camp where “The Great Escape” 
occurred. An active planner of “The Great Escape” he was one of the prisoners designated to 
make the escape until the Germans separated the British prisoners from the Americans. It was 
only British prisoners and British nationals who made the escape. General Clark documented 
the activities of the POWs at Stalag Luft III and was able to hide a scrapbook and a dozen 
rolls of undeveloped film until the camp was liberated. That collection of archival 
photographs and materials is now part of the Clark Special Collections of the McDermott Air Force Academy 
Library. In 2005 Steve Antonuccio and Cal Otto recorded an interview and produced a documentary on 
General Clark entitled The True Story of the Great Escape for the Pikes Peak Library District, which can be 
seen on YouTube. A PowerPoint program and clips of the documentary will be featured for this class. 
 
Steven Antonuccio, MLS in Communications from University of Colorado.  He worked as a media specialist 
at PPCC, a manager of cable channel 17 for Pikes Peak Library District, and the Library Branch manager for 
Pueblo City - County Library District.  
Location: C, Z, V  
Tuesday, December 14, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 

December 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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#3071 The Brown Palace Hotel of Denver 
Instructor: Judy Casey 
(Instructor will be teaching via Zoom into the classroom) 
Join us as we explore The Brown Palace Hotel, a historic landmark in the city of 
Denver.  Placed in the National Register of Historic Places in April of 1970, it was 
built of an iron and steel frame and constructed with both cement and sandstone, 
making it one of Colorado’s first fireproof buildings and also the tallest in Denver 
when it was built.  Animals have a special focus in its architecture with 26 
medallions carved in sandstone of Colorado animals.   
 
Bring your stories of staying at the Brown Palace Hotel! 
 

Judy Casey, MA in Education from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  She is a retired literacy 
specialist; elementary school principal; university supervisor at University of Northern Colorado and a 
community volunteer. 
Location: C, Z, V  
Wednesday, December 15, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
#3072 What is Mah Jongg? 
Instructor: Sandy Halby 
Mah Jongg, the Chinese tile game that gained popularity in the 1920s in the United State, is once again 
spreading across our nation. Come to this class to learn about the game – including its rich history and just a 
little about how the game is played. Note: This class will just have a simple introduction to the basics of the 
game of Mah Jongg, with the intent of full-on game play instruction in multiple sessions in Spring of 2022 in 
our very own classroom at PILLAR.  
 
Sandy Halby, BS in Mathematics from the University of Alaska. She is a military vet and is retired from the 
federal government as a civil servant. Currently, she is president of a local MENSA group and active in the 
Pikes Peak Beekeepers Association.  
Location: C, Z, V 
Thursday, December 16, 10am 
Non-PILLAR Member $20/PILLAR Member $10 
 
 

 
 

See you in 2022! 

December 2021 

Class Location:  C - In-person, Z - Zoom, V - Videotaped 
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   PILLAR Membership Form  

       Or go to webpage: www.pillarinstitute.org/membership 

 

Year Membership $75     Trimester Membership $25 

 

Full Name: _______________________________________Preferred First Name: ___________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________Birthday: ______________________________ 

Home Phone: _____________________________________ Cell Phone: ____________________________ 

Home Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address (if different): ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  Credit Card Form 
 (this info is shredded after processing) 

 
 

Exact name on credit card: ________________________________________________________________ 

Billing address of credit card:_______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address for receipt: _________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone or Cell Phone: _____________ __________________________________________________ 

Please charge my: Visa ___ MasterCard ___ AmEx ____ Discover____ 

Credit card #: ___________________________________________Exp. Date______CVV@/CID# ______ 

I authorize this amount to be charged:  ___________________ for _______________________________ 

https://www.pillarinstitute.org/membership
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Class 
Date 

Class 
Start 
Time 

Class 
End 

Time 

Class Title - Check (X) what delivery system you 
would like for the class: C, Z, V 

C - In 
Person 
Class 

Z - 
Zoom 
Class 

V - 
Video 
Class 

Circle Cost 
(Nonmem

ber/ 
Member) 

9/7 10:00 11:30 #3001 Colorado’s John Muir: Enos Mills and Rocky       30/20 

9/8 10:00 11:30 #3002 Politics of the Olympics: Idealism and       30/20 

9/9 10:00 11:30 #3003 Philosophical Discussion: What is a       20/10 

9/10 10:00 11:30 #3004 Book Discussion:  Caste: The Origins of Our       20/10 

9/14 10:00 11:30 #3005 Superintendent Dr. Lloyd “Pappy” Shaw and       30/20 

9/15 10:00 11:30 #3006 Eisenhower and the Interstate Highway       30/20 

9/16 10:00 11:30 #3007 Reading the Amendments of the       30/20 

9/21 10:00 11:30 #3010 Two Flaws of Western Civilization: Slavery       30/20 

9/22 10:00 11:30 #3011 The Western Museum of Mining and       25/15 

9/23 10:00 11:30 #3012 Have You Thought About Your Death?       20/10 

9/24 10:00 11:30 #3013 Medicare       FREE 

9/25   8:00   5:00 #3014 South Park City & Breckenridge       195 

9/28 10:00 11:30 #3015 COVID – 19 Updates       30/20 

9/29 10:00 11:30 #3016 The National Museum of World War II       30/20 

9/30 10:00 11:30 #3017 Basics of Backyard Beekeeping!       20/10 

10/1 10:00 11:00 #3018 Special Event:  The Clarinet of Sergei       30/20 

10/5 10:00 11:30 #3020 Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation       20/10 

10/6 10:00 11:30 #3021 If We Must Die: Reflections on Ernest       30/20 

10/7 10:00 11:30 #3022 Understanding Domestic Violence: The       20/10 

10/8 10:00 11:30 #3023 Book Discussion: Bag Man by Rachel       20/10 

10/12 10:00 11:30 #3025 China and the 21st Century Space Race       30/20 

10/13 10:00 11:30 #3026 The Mighty Eighth       30/20 

10/14 10:00 11:30 #3027 Joe Biden’s Agenda: Second Coming of the       30/20 

10/19 10:00 12:00 #3030 Special Event: Vietnamese Water Puppets       35/25 

10/20 10:00 11:30 #3031 Puzzle of Caregiving       20/10 

10/21 10:00 11:30 #3032 Opera in the Movies       30/20 

10/22 10:00 11:00 #3033 Medicare       FREE 

10/26 10:00 11:30 #3035 Two Women “in the Same Kitchen”: Virginia       30/20 

10/27 10:00 11:30 #3036 Dying to Live - Some Realities of Family       20/10 

10/28 10:00 11:30 #3037 Songs of Our Youth: Pop Music of the 50s       30/20 

10/29 10:00 11:00 #3038 Rocky Mtn Women’s Film in the Community    FREE 

11/2 10:00 11:30 #3040 Elections in America: Problems and       30/20 

11/3 10:00 11:30 #3041 Philosophical Discussion: Looking Back and       20/10 
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Class 
Date 

Class 
Start 
Time 

Class 
End 

Time 

Class Title - Check (X) what delivery system you 
would like for the class: C, Z, V 

C - In 
Person 
Class 

Z - 
Zoom 
Class 

V - 
Video 
Class 

Circle Cost 
(Nonmem

ber/ 
Member) 

11/4 10:00 11:30 #3042 Amazing Raptors of Colorado       30/20 

11/9 10:00 11:30 #3045 Powerful Women Ahead of Their Time       30/20 

11/10 10:00 11:30 #3046 Beginning Statistics       30/20 

11/11 11:00 12:00 #3047 A Tribute to Veterans Day:  My Favorite       20/10 

11/12 10:00 11:30 #3048 Book Discussion:  The Heart of a Woman by       20/10 

11/16 10:00 12:00 #3050 Special Event: Ndebele House Painting       35/25 

11/17 10:00 11:30 #3051 A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki       30/20 

11/18 10:00 11:30 #3052 Ghost Towns of Colorado       30/20 

11/19 10:00 11:00 #3053 Medicare       FREE 

11/23 10:00 11:30 #3055 Philosophical Discussion: Equity, Equality,       20/10 

11/29 10:00 11:30 #3060 Contemporary Russian Foreign Policy (note       30/20 

11/30 10:00 11:30 #3061 The Brooklyn Bridge       30/20 

12/1 10:00 11:30 #3062 1776 or 1619: American History Caught in       30/20 

12/2 10:00 11:30 #3063 Feasting on Fiction       30/20 

12/2   8:00   5:00 #3064 The Lion King Musical and Christkindl Market       195 

12/3 10:00 11:00 #3065 Medicare       FREE 

12/7 10:00 11:30 #3066 Elements of the Strategic Competition       30/20 

12/8 10:00 11:30 #3067 Life on the “Rez”: A Brief Examination of       30/20 

12/9 10:00 11:30 #3068 The Transformative Presidents       30/20 

12/10 10:00 11:30 #3069 Book Discussion: The Four Winds by Kristin       20/10 

12/14 10:00 11:30 #3070 General Albert Clark and the True Story of       30/20 

12/15 10:00 11:30 #3071 The Brown Palace Hotel of Denver       30/20 

12/16 10:00 11:30 #3072 What is Mah Jongg?       20/10 

                

 Total               

                

        

   Member Y/N      

   Fall Membership $25/ Year Membership $75     

        

      Name:         

      Phone #:         

   Email:     

      Address:         
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Ways to Give to PILLAR!  
 
 Pikes Peak Enterprise Zone: PILLAR is an approved 2021 Pikes Peak Enterprise Zone project. All 
donations to PILLAR over $250 will give you a 25% Colorado income tax credit. Write a check payable to 
Pikes Peak Enterprise Zone.  Put PILLAR and the last 4 digits of your Social Security number (personal) or 
EIN (businesses) number in the memo line.  Mail your check to PILLAR. You will receive a donation thank 
you letter from PILLAR and 2-3 weeks later a letter from the El Paso County Administrator explaining how to 
use the credit on your Colorado state income tax. 
 Operations Donations: PILLAR needs regular donations, no matter how small. Donate on the PILLAR 
website: www.pillarinstitute.org/donate or use the form below.  You can donate once or monthly.  

 King Soopers Community Rewards:  Attach PILLAR as your designated charity to your King Soopers 
Loyalty card by going online to your King Soopers account.  Go to:  https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/
community/community-rewards  Enter PILLAR's number: WI736. (it is a W and an I, 736)  
 AmazonSmile: Attach your Amazon account to PILLAR by going to https://smile.amazon.com, then 
your Amazon Account, Other programs, and then change your Amazon Smile charity. Look for PILLAR, Inc., 
Colorado Springs.  
 RMD - Required Minimum Distributions: IRS rules mandate that individuals age 72 and older take 
RMDs from their IRA each year. These annual withdrawals are subject to ordinary income taxes. By making a 
charitable contribution from your IRA, you can satisfy your RMD amount without reporting additional 
income.  
 QCD - Qualified Charitable Distributions: A QCD is a direct transfer of funds from your IRA 
custodian, payable to a qualified charity. QCDs can be counted toward satisfying your required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) for the year, as long as certain rules are met.  
 2021 Above-the-line Charitable Contributions: Everyone for 2021 can take the standard deduction and 
deduct $600 for those married filing jointly or $300 for other filers for charitable donations.  
 Legacy Giving: PILLAR has established a legacy fund for the purpose of sustaining PILLAR's 
future.  The interest earned in this fund will be available for annual operations; however the original 
principal contributions will be held to sustain PILLAR's programs and activities into the future.  
 Memorial Donations: Memorial donations can be made by designating who the person is that you would 
like to honor. A donation letter will be sent to the family with your name as the donor.  
 Business Sponsorships:  Businesses can donate to PILLAR through a sponsorship. Sponsorships include 
acknowledgement on the PILLAR website and in the PILLAR Preview class catalog for one year. Businesses 
can also donate through the Enterprise Zone.  Contact the PILLAR director. 

 
If your financial institution needs PILLAR's Tax ID Number, email director@pillarinstitute.org.  

2021 Sponsorships 

http://www.pillarinstitute.org/donate
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://smile.amazon.com
https://www.humana.com/medicare/marketpoint-locations/8033-north-academy-boulevard-colorado-springs-colorado
https://pinnacledentistryco.com/
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PILLAR and COVID 

 

COVID-19 has hit PILLAR especially hard these last two years.   In-person classes were 

suspended on March 16, 2020 and since then, PILLAR has relied on limited Zoom class 

fees and fundraisers.  Although PILLAR is reopening its classroom this fall, registrations 

will be limited because of COVID, and therefore class income will be less.  Recovery 

from COVID will take awhile.    

 

Please help keep PILLAR's doors open to continue its mission of lifelong learning by 

giving a donation.  All donations are tax deductible.  

 

Please send donations to the PILLAR office or go to our website https://

www.pillarinstitute.org/donate to donate with a credit card.  Thank you! 

                           Date: _____________          

       

Operations Donation Form   

                        

Full Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email for receipt: ___________________________________________ 

Home Phone: __________________________________  Cell Phone: ______________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donation amount: _______     One-time ___   Monthly ___ 

PILLAR Institute for Lifelong Learning  
Chapel Hills Mall 

1710 Briargate Blvd., Suite 847 
Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

 
Website: www.pillarinstitute.org 
Email: info@pillarinstitute.org 

Phone: 719-633-4991  

https://www.pillarinstitute.org/donate
https://www.pillarinstitute.org/donate
https://www.pillarinstitute.org/
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Non-PILLAR Member $30/PILLAR Member $20 
 


